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Florida, Georgia and Alabama Women Working for the Ballot.

Mrs. Roselle C. Cooley (Florence Murphy Cooley.)
orandum: Politicians are peculiar J

people. After days of encouragement
and discouragement, the vote a me.
26 to 38. We hardly expected to win,

SUFFRAGE IN ALABAMA
Solon Incohs. President of Alabama Kqual Sufir.'.

I.eaiue, Writes of Work in That State.
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aggressive movement, and we were
not in a position to do this at that
time. Several "progressives" and re-
formers so called talked with us, but
not one of them wanted to enter the
complaint. We were not afraid to do
this, indeed we would have enjoyed it,
but we had larger Interests at stake.
And we thought that it was only ne-

cessary to call attention of the re-

formers to these law-breake- rs. Query:
What is a reformer?

T received a wire from Miss Ran-
kin that we e to appear before the
committee. i advanced upon Talla-
hassee with the other members of the
executive board of the league, and
upon arriving was informed that it
would be an evening hearing. and a
committee of the whole. In this in-

stance it me.-- the whole House, the
whole Senate, and the whole tow?).
The Hous" of Representatives was
packed, neopl standing on window
ledges, in chairs, and out Into the
hall as far as eye could see. A most
embarrassing position for a party of
women who had expected to he heard
by five men in "A" "B" or ;" com-
mittee room. Did we quail? We did.
Did we fail? We did not. As chair-
man of the legislative work the
writer introduced the speakers, thev
were Mips Anderson, Miss Safford,
Mrs. Starbuck, Miss Rankin, myself,
Mr. John Williams, Mr. Frank Huf-fake- r.

and lion. W. Ma poles who re-

quested the floor. We passed, upon a
vote of the committee take publicly
a the close of the speak'rg. but the
first commiiif! man called had prom-
ised to vote that the amendment be
admitted to the House, and he voted
"NO" In unmistakable capitals. Mem
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President of the Florida Equal Franchise League. Florida Vice Presi-
dent of the Southern States Suffrage Conference. Member of the Politi-
cal Equality Club of New York City. Member of the Association for the
Preservation cf Virginia Antiquities, of The Woman's Club of Jackson-
ville, of the National Society Daughters of the Confederacy. Author of The
Presiding Officer. Mrs. Cooley is also well-kno- for her magazine and
new&paper articles. A prominent society woman and gracious hostess,
she makes time fo- - the things considered modern and feminist, and
takes an active part in the charities of Jacksonville, being secretary of
the Board of Tady Managers of St. Lukes Hospital Association.

The Florida Equal Franchise League
came Into existence, f ed in

June, 1912. A meeting was called at a
private residence, the handsome An-

derson residence on Market St., Jack-
sonville, being loaned for the occasion,
a number of women were reached by
telephone, about thirty-fiv- e met, and
Florida was a Suffrage state. Aa
chairman of the committee on con-
stitution and by-la- the writer In-

sisted on the name of Kqual Fran-
chise, it fppmeiS so Just, as a name,
s fully setting forth the real object
.f organization; and so rapidly has
Suffrage moved, that even then in
June, 1912, the name Suffrage Asso-
ciation seemed to cast a gauntlet, and
many there were ready to lift It and
assume the aggressive. Bpt In these
two yearr all is changed. The seri-
ousness and justice of equal citizen-
ship is no longer a jeet or a semi-crim- e,

while the of the
many states having suffrage, th vot-

ing for the right men and not for
politics, ha caused the public, (and
the public In Florida is still composed
of men), to "sit up and take rtottee."
But the name Eqcal Franchise has
won for the league many compliments
from the men erpeaking to the league,
so although the word Suffrage has
lost its sting for the politician, we
are yet proud of being the Florida
Kqua! Franchise league.

The new movement attracted great
attention, and notwithstanding the
summer heat, the regular monthly
meetings were large affairs, too large
for private houses. A paid member-
ship of forty-fiv- e was enrolled, but
more than a hundred persons attend-
ed at several of the meetings.

HEADQUARTER8 ESTABLISHED.
Through the courtesy of Mr. J. EL

Cohen of Cohen Bros., the league was
given a room in the large office build-
ing the first and second stories of
which the firm occupies, and the first
Suffrage headquarters In Florida es-
tablished. In the fall of that year,
1912, the first large work was done.
The meeting of the National Child
Labor Convention was at Jacksonville,
hrlnglnsr as two of its most gifted
speakers two prominent Suffrage
workers, Mrs. Florence Kelly of na-
tional fame as a Suffragist, and Miss
Jean Gordon of New Orleans, a gift-
ed and womanly southern girl, whose
brilliant sister Kate Gordon of New
Orleans is the President of the South-
ern Spates Suffrage Conference. Feel-
ing the responsibility of leaders in
the cause, the Florida Equal Fran-
chise League interviewed the two
ladies, who consented to give an ev-

ening to Suffrage. We set about get-
ting a place for the speaking. Did we
have any trouble? Well It was amus-
ing, we could far easier have found
i plce for a cock fight. The Child
Labor Convention met at the Board
of Trade Auditorium. Mrs. Kelly and
.Miss Gordon spoke there every day.
Things were said of legislatures that
we, s.s Suffragists, did not then dare
to say; bills were framed and en-
dorsed to be sent to the legislaturein April. The Board of Trade Audi-
torium was to be let at a small pricefor public entertainments, concerts,
meetings of various kinds. We call-
ed on the chairman of the Board of
Governors, explained that we would
pay for the auditorium, that the
speakers were Mrs. Kelly and Miss
Gordon. The chairman was pleased to
let us have It, but nine governors
must give a majority vote. Well theydid not. But we understood that
there was quite a lot of debate, the
vote being finally given against the
meeting "out of deference to the feel- -
insrs of Mr. . who was so blt- -
terlv opposed to Suffrage."

A very elaborate luncheon was
served at the Woman's club buildingfor he Child Labor conference, after-dinn- er

speeches were made, legisla-
tion discussed and endorsed, hoth
Mr.'. Kelly and Miss C ordon spoke,
and yet we had also he-- - refused the
auditorium of the Womv r: - Club, even
1 hough we were ready 10 pay the
rrguli- - rental of twenty-ft- c dollars
for the evrnmff. Totli the Board of
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PATTIE
Alabama has t'een at work for suf-frae- o

such a short tint" that the
grow t ii of th,e rirL.'..!ii7"il jditise of the
movftiiftil is reaiiv t le uaimi n a 1. In
thf rurly, j ion- or days little or no
effort w :i - ni.'id" In elite,- - thi; fiolil
and so the was not prepared,
apparent I v, for the ecii sr.vvn about
two years a ro by live eoura t'eous I

women in Seltna when th.- - first stru---glin- g

Kqual Suffrage A t 'on was
formed.

In le a than two years we have
seen thirty-fiv- e defjfi'f i

take root '
i le- - flit', s. eii more!

f irti i ! y est a ';r n .t h- i s. These
a.ssoo-,a- t ions ary fi om the small vil-i'- h

lage group a few tnemhers, to
the v.it !:!' ';. aetie. Mi;hly organ- -

ized association in P.irrtiingham with
its eiaht hu' ire d and f'f;y tnemhers,
its spiendidiy i u i in i( uar ters
and its fa.--rea- o ting infl"enee.

Faxora ill sentiment e:.i-t- s in many

hngs were held monthly. Frequently
addresses were made, the most not-
able speakers ha vine: been Mrs. A.
M. Williams, a graduate of Vassar,
who has Jong been tit, a rdent advo-
cate of woman suffrage Her hus-nar.- d

Jtev. A. M. Williams presiding
eldfr of the CV1 im1"'? Methodist dis- -
t r'.ct and on t';e ieaihntr ministers
'f the sou'' also a strong cham-fr.- r
pion o" t.'i

Oil The ii t t : r fot- - National
oi s T". a lice : b ia ' of the I'lo vement.

l a ri . i i f'ri'ui t a ';n.raue fob wed fistic exer
cises In .Tune an equal suffrage edi-
tion of the ('..lumb'i- - bib'er was is-

sued trader th" a iso'-o- f.f the league
and proved to he, i,p to ti iat time, I

one of the most u essf u public a -

tions of the kind ever issued in the
south.

A n .table feature of the movement
in the smith as elsewhree i the per-
sonnel of ".,e women engaared in it
and who favor it. Am'.r? them re
wives ;l:-- mothers and women who
are leaner-- - in all movements for civic
imr roveinan's, and in social affairs.

Suffrage Work in
By Mrs. Walter
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tdaces throughout the state which'
have not yet been reached by the or-lt- .'i

n i X' rs, all of whom are obinteer- -

and u n aid.
The let-i.--l.- ure of Alabama tnecM

only very four , . ,, f,M t which
has S u fra ; i s to re
double tlieir eflort- - When it con- -
vcncs li ,laituarr, 1!il... for t!ie f i is t
time in the history "f the slate a Suf-
frage hill asking for n lusement
on equal terms with the men of Ala-

bama, will l. e introduced. petitio.i
to the members of the legislature i

now being circulated, arid names of
both men and women who f',-- or sub
mitting the huos'ion to the voters,
are being jidded by the hundreds. It
is confidently predicted that the leg-
islators will re alize that t ae woman-
hood of tite stat" is ti'ither unintci
licrert inr torpid, but awake to the
need of the ballot, ami that they are
unwillinsr to be placed last in the list
of the remaining eighte n stale in
which women, have no voire in I ln-i-

own government.

GIFTED WRITER AND SUF- -

FRAGIST.
Mary Join..-- ! on, the author of O

"To Have a:,d to Hold,' in -

speaking of tlie awakening of O
w omen, - i v s :

"It is a treat thir, g lo be a wo- -

man awake in this twentieth 4
c ritury, in tii woman's century,
awake an. I of the 4
change and lift and promise of
the time, awake and d t.ermiiicd
to help even if it be ever so III- -

tie to help toward a better,
deeper, juster. more iicHutifal un- -

derstariding tu tv.'i fii men and
women and u nobicr, fairer, hap- -

pier world for men and women
and their children. It I a great
thing to help, even ever so little.
toward molding wonderfully the
child of all of us; - the great fu- -

ture.
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martyrs, in the cause of Suffrage in
Florida.

The spring of 1313 suddenly thrust
upon us the fact that the Florida
legislature would meet in April, and
that it met only every two years.
So we must be up and doinc if we
were to be factors in the betterment
of woman's position in Florida; and
owing to the pre-hlstor- lc laws of the
state, In few others states do women
really need Suffrage, as in Florida.

A letter to the National Suffrage
Association brought to our assistance
Miss Jeanette Rankin, I think at that
time the only field worker. Her lo-

cal expense was to be taken care
of by our league. Taking her en route
as my house guest, to save the hotel
fare, I found her a very charming
and well balanced young woman, and
her worlc at Tallahassee was invalu-
able, as we were inexperienced. Even
the legislators opposed to Suffrage
would come to talk to Miss Rankin,
she never entered into an argument,
but possessed a legal mind, and was
quick at repartee, but never cutting.She left many friends and not one
enemy in the legislature at Tallahas-
see. Lake Helen had organized a
Suffrage league on February 13th and
Orlando on February 27th, and the
latter league wrote offering to as-
sist us at Tallahassee. Dr. Mary
A. Safford and her adopted daugh-
ter, Mrs. Victor Starbuck came for
a short stay, and later Dr. Safford
came back for two days.

The work of patient waiting and
careful wedging went on for weeks, I
was at Tallahassee four times, the
last time remaining for ten days. Miss
Anderson, Mrs. J. Lee Kirby-Smit- h,

and Mrs. E. M. Sanderson made short
stays but all of these visiting ladies
accomplished great good, in Suffrageit is numbers that count. Mrs. Fred-
erick C. Locke, of Jacksonville seem-
ed the one league member that could
stay with Miss Rankin, and her quiet
self-possessi- and sood Judgmentfitted her admirably for the work at
Tallahassee. She it was who found
that three of the Senators were trav-
eling on passes, and also that these
passes were not registered in the of-
fice of the Railroad Commissioner,
although he was quoted as sayinghe knew these passes were out. And
just here we got a really first les-
son In real politics. We wanted a
man to have these law breaking sena-
tors up before the grand Jury. He
wanted us to do the act. We felt
that we needed all the friends we
had, and must avoid any militant or

It took New York Suffragists twenty
years to get their bill past one com-
mittee. So our 26 firm friends were
a great balm to our feeling of dis-

appointment.
Saturday night we started horn

like the other legislators, .ind a Sena --

tor told us they were waiting 'or
ns 'P the Senate, that they would
show the House hew t treat ' dies,
and tha we would ma k" grt'iit mis-
take if we did no- - come hark oid ro
into the S ensue. Miss Uank'n was
again my truest as we planned our
caxnpu-'gn-

. aid we d oioVd to eo back
to T;i -, i s " SVpiil r ("oe.e of
Cortimhix. the matter over
with u. tool, up our bi';i avd enrolled
it as on the siiv',i cal "ndar where
each Senator hjs one bill, and we had
slxtefn senators with us. Escambia's
Senator Stokes heme one of our firm-
est supporters, Mr. f'ene's sreeoh
fi.r the bill was followed b ,t mas-
ter! and hrPliam sw't by Mr.
Stokes. Noiwithstandirg now i ncnd.s,
we shall greatly miss Mr. Stoke in
1?lf. The man wh,, invited hark
rever cn me with'n speaking distance
of our par'y. and one ef the sixteen,
deflected, 'that sterns a polite way
of putt:nr it), so. on a motion 'o in-

definitely postpone we ..st by t h t
one vol . fifteen f . n us :ti,-- j sixteen
against. And that man said it would
"waste much litre'" if ,,u
want to see time wastd .just sit
through one session of' th letrisla t up'.

(Continued on i'aee Eight.

Columbus, Ga.
J. WoodaM.
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was small, bono, r e.-- peej i ll so in th
Senate, and the it-e- rnd women of
two state who f.t or eaual suffraare
feel that, in a s rise. t.'K re in the
legislature was li ore fa than
they had . d. In ,!. a!
the next legislature t ne
measure for ' that tirn" l:u'"!:c serli-;.Jii- d

ment will he qnarely h it.
Amor.g those who Vf I n e and

ably chamj km d womat uffrase in
Georgia are Mrs. W. I Felton. a
noted w riter of t "a rt s v, ie. and hf r
sister, Mrs. Mary I.. .Mi inflnn. of
Atlanta: Mrs. Kmily I'iii'-- McDr.u-- j
gahi, At'anbn: Miss l.uey St antort and
Mrs. V.'alter It. Hill, of Athens: Mr--.

!"harles M. W.-olfol- and Miss Annie
Reile Redd, of Olnmbus; Mrs. John
H. Reynolds am! Mrs. Mad- line J.
Wyly. Rome, and Mrs. Carl II . Kul-- j
ier and Mrs. K. .. Martin. Macon.

' Up to about two years atro there
j was no organization of woman suf-

frage advocates in Georgia. Now
i there are organizations in Macon,
Carterville, Columbus, Rome. At'.i-- I
ens and Atlanta, the last nar d city

i having three.
The Kqual Franchise of

Muscogee county was organized in
Columbus less than a year ago and

j now has more than 200 members. The
i organization was perfected following
j an address at a public meeting by
j Mr. Jordan, of Columbus, banker,
j manufacturer and publicist, and one
. of the great men of the south, who
for many years has f ivored equal

j franchise. The club was tendered by
i former Mayor lihud-- s Bruwne th-- ?

free use of commodious and attrao-- i
tive quarters in one of the largest

i office buildings in the city, and began
j immediately an active campaign.

TCach Monday afternoon a tea was
given under the immediate direction
of some member of the League and

) the puMic was invited. Regular me-st- -

Trade and the Woman's CTub said

they could not let the building for

"political' speakirg. We claimed we
were not political. In that we espous-
ed no party. TU.. we were no more
political than the child-lab- or con-

vention, v.hlch was true. Mr. Cohen
again cam to our assistance, we had
a second room for the evening, a
door opening between and our own
headquarters, which we felt like

"Suffrage Refuge." Tak-
ing alarm at the attitude of the Board
of Trade and the Woman's Club, and
fearing our guests would not have
a full audience, we established a
cake sale at the main entrance to the
store, and all day we sold cakes and
handed out hand-bill- s. To the hun-
dreds of shoppers and passers-by- , we
gave out hand-bill- s. The evening came
on with a misty drizzle, and we were
correspondingly depressed. But not
so the public. Hundreds of people
came; the 'Golf Bunch.' business men,
lawyers, those already suffragists, the
curious, and those wining to be con-
verted. And this was Florida's first
public speaking for Suffrage. As a
member of the Woman's Club and
a guest at the luncheon I made an
after-luncheo- n announcement of the
Suffrage speaking to be held in the
evening, and there was a calm that
you could have cut with a knife. None
of the usual buz following an an-

nouncement, no enthusiasm that so
loudly applaunded Mrs. Kelly and Miss
Gordon at Board of Trade and at
the luncheon, were to be heard again.
And now all that is changed also.
At the great Federation meeting at
Chicago, five thousand delegates with
only forty dissenting votes, endorsed
Votes frr Women.

It 1s not strange that the members
of the executive board of the Florida
Kqual Franchise League feel them-
selves not only pioneers, but almost

Vogue
Garden

while you --wait

(By Mrs. Walter J. Weodall, associate editor of The Industrial Index,
Columbus, Ga., and Ano was editor- - ef cf the equai franchise edition
of The Columbus Ledger.)

In November next the question of
woman suffrage will be Siimitted tn
the voters of four states, ir tnc intee
states of New Vork. Pennsylvania a d

Iowa equal suffrage measures have j

received 'he approval ot the legisla-
tures at one session In New Jersey
a franchise measure was enacted and j

deeiared void on aceoiint of defec-
tive advertising. The Wisconsin leg-
islature enr.ete,! such, a measure and
it was vetoed hy the povernor. The
Georgia legislature ha ;ust consider-
ed

j

such a m sure. It was champion-
ed in tile House of P,epreser.tar! es
by Hon. r.irry Wr.rht. o l'loy.i
county, and in the senate by Hon. I

R. S. Miller, of the 2 4 h '.mgression.al
district: these men ei; Mitiotts the
leaders in the Iesi-l.Ttir- ar.d public
men of the state. T)ir measure wits
defeated, but the majority against it

r

The
25 West

EFORE making your Fall
purchases, be sure and visit

Specialties:

Art Goods
Novelties
Handkerchiefs

The Perfection Laundry
our store and inspect the season's
latest styles and patterns.Stamping done

Free embroidery lessons every
afternoon

like the Suffragists, has made mar-
velous advancement in the past few
months, owing to unexcelled laundry
and dry-cleanin- g work they are turn-
ing out. Phone 186; let them have
your next bundle. The McMillan Co.

115 South Palafox Street

J


